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MOSQUITO BORNE ENCEPHALITIS
WEST NILE VIRUS, ST. LOUIS ENCEPHALITIS AND
WESTERN EQUINE ENCEPHALOMYELITIS
The annual mosquito-borne encephalitis surveillance program
traditionally begins in May. This is a reminder of the need for prompt and
early recognition and reporting of human cases of St. Louis Encephalitis
(SLE), Western Equine Encephalitis (WEE) and West Nile Virus (WNV).
Riverside County reported 4 West Nile Virus infections in 2006, with one
(1) death. It will be important to monitor for early signs of activity in
2007.
As in past years, we hope that surveillance for equine cases of WEE,
monitoring of mosquito populations, laboratory testing of mosquitoes for
SLE, WEE, and WNV viruses, and regular testing of sentinel chickens
for antibody conversions will help give early warning of virus activity.
These activities will provide an opportunity for local mosquito abatement
agencies to implement and focus their control programs in the most
critical regions of the County. Despite these sentinel surveillance
systems, human cases are sometimes the first warning that virus activity
has reached a critical threshold and pose an epidemic threat.
The Riverside County Public Health Laboratory will do testing for West
Nile Virus antibodies in humans. A convalescent blood specimen may
be requested in certain cases. All results will need to be correlated with
the patient’s clinical status. It is important to note that cross reactivity
may occur in West Nile IgM screening tests in specimens containing
antibodies to enteroviruses. Specimens for Anti-SLE, and Anti-WEE will
be forwarded to the State Lab for testing. Specific questions related to
submission of specimens can be directed to the Department of Public
Health Lab Manager, Janna Troy at (951) 358-5070.
Suspect cases should be reported to Disease Control at (951) 358-5107
or faxed to (951) 358-5102.

